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It’s my lowest 
point so far, 
says Wick boss
ACADEMY boss Tom McKenna has 
admitted he has had to do some soul-
searching following a thumping 4-0  
defeat away to Forres Mechanics.

A lacklustre performance saw an out-
of-sorts Academy overrun by the Can-
Cans who cruised to an easy victory 
with Stuart Soane banging in a hat-trick 
and Callum Howarth also on target.

The last of the goals went in with 38 
minutes of the game left and Wick were 
maybe fortunate that Forres appeared 
to take their foot off the gas.

It comes off the back of another 
4-0 loss days earlier when Academy 
crashed out of the North of Scotland 
Cup to Brora. It’s the first time they’ve 
lost two successive games by a four-
goal margin or more since April 2006.

McKenna has been urging his play-
ers to show some consistency. While 
he’s not considering his own position 
at the club, he admits the Forres loss is 
so far his lowest point during his spell 
with the club.

He said: “Saturday was very disap-
pointing. To be on the end of succes-
sive 4-0 defeats is very difficult to take.

“The start we’ve made to the season 
has been inconsistent and, given what 
happened at Forres, this is the most try-
ing time for me since I’ve been at the 
club.

“The first 25 minutes were pretty 
even but then they got the opening goal 
and you could tell from the body lan-
guage that ours lads’ morale seemed to 
go down.

“We went in at half-time 2-0 down 
and words were said to the lads. Then, 
instead of an improved performance, 
we concede a third two minutes after 
the restart.

“I spent the last couple of days do-
ing some soul-searching and looking 
for answers. It would be wrong for me 

to walk away but I’ve never had a time 
like this.

“I’ve just got to find something with-
in myself to get us out of this spell.”

Wick face Clach at Harmsworth Park 
tonight (8pm kick-off) and the pressure 
is on both teams to get a result.

McKenna added: “I gave the lads 

Monday night off from training as I felt 
they looked a bit tired during last week’s 
games. Hopefully they’ll be fresh when 
the Clach game comes around.

“Clach will be looking to bounce back 
themselves after a bad result. However, 
we’re at home and it’s a good opportu-
nity for us to get back on the rails.”

Football
by Matt Leslie

Wick’s Davie Allan and Martin Groat of Forres in a race for the ball at Mosset Park.
Pictures: Mel Roger

Broch hit seven ahead of 
home clash with Scorries
FrAserburGh maintained 
their impressive start to the 
highland League campaign 
with a ruthless 7-1 win at 
home to Nairn on saturday.

It was the Wee County who 
took an early lead through 
Adam Porritt, but Paul 
Campbell equalised midway 
through the first half and 
Fraserburgh added three 
more in quick succession just 
before half-time courtesy of 
Michael rae, Kieran simpson 
and scott barbour.

Campbell and barbour 
scored again after the break, 
either side of a goal from 
substitute sean butcher.

The broch, who entertain 
Academy this weekend, 

are top of the table on goal 
difference.

Cove rangers won 3-0 
against Turriff united and 
have yet to conceded a goal in 
the league. blair Yule, Jordan 
Macrae and Mitch Megginson 
were on target.

Fort William’s nightmare 
season continued when they 
were thumped 8-2 at home by 
Formartine united. Fort had 
earlier been deducted nine 
points and fined £150 for 
fielding an ineligible player on 
three occasions.

Other results: brora rangers 
3, buckie Thistle 0; Clach 0, 
Deveronvale 3; Keith 1, huntly 
2; rothes 1, Lossiemouth 0; 
strathspey 0, Inverurie 3.

Lybster win 
play-off 
thriller
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Michael steven tackles robbie Duncanson (top), Danny Mackay 
challenges stuart soane (left) and Jack henry rises above scott Moore.
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