
Dornoch 
rated 
best in 
world
THE Championship 
Course at Royal Dornoch 
Golf Club has been 
named the best in the 
world.

A panel of industry 
leaders compiled its 
World’s Top 100 Golf 
Courses 2020 for online 
golf reservation service 
golfscape, and Royal 
Dornoch topped the list.

The panel said of Royal 
Dornoch: “Bordering 
the Dornoch Firth, the 
classic links land will 
offer you nothing but 
wild magnificent seas, 
skies and mountains with 
ancient grass covering the 
dunes.”

The club’s general 
manager, Neil Hampton, 
was delighted with the 
accolade.

He said: “This is a 
fantastic achievement 
and a great tribute to 
everyone at the club who 
works hard to make our 
historic course a must-
play venue for today’s 
golfers.

“The quality of the 
course and our history, 
including our links to 
Old Tom Morris and 
Donald Ross, is a winning 
combination.”

Golfscape’s list 
contains eight Scottish 
courses, including the 
Old Course at St Andrews 
(ranked number six) and 
the Ailsa Course at Trump 
Turnberry (15).

Dornoch’s 
Championship Course 
has also been ranked 
number four in the world 
in Golf Digest’s new top 
100 courses outside 
the US, by a panel that 
includes more than 1700 
North American golfers 
and more than 350 
international players.

The golf club in Dornoch 
was formed in 1877 
and was granted a royal 
charter in 1906 by King 
Edward VII.

The course will stage 
the R&A Senior Amateur 
Championship for the first 
time in July 2021.

Mechanics punish 
��������	
������
Football
By Matt Leslie

Jack Henry tries to get Wick Academy back into the game with this second-half effort.   Picture: Mel Roger

Coaches support heading ban for under-12s

The SFA’s planned heading ban has 
been welcomed.

It won’t affect 
our training as 
we like to teach 
the youngsters 
to play the ball 
on the ground.

Derek Shearer

‘‘

ACADEMY boss Tom 
McKenna had warned his 
team to beware of a cor-
nered tiger prior to this fix-
ture. However, Forres barely 
had to squeak, let alone roar, 
to get out of their own rut.

The Can-Cans had not 
won a Highland League 
fixture since November 20 
going into this one but a list-
less display from Academy 
helped them put that right.

First-half goals from 
Declan Hughes and Robbie 
Duncanson put Forres back 
on winning ways with the 
Scorries looking as if they 
had little idea on how to 
respond.

When the two met in the 
Highland League Cup last 
season, Wick put in a display 
full of passion, endeavour 
and above all intelligence as 
they tactically outmanoeu-
vred the Can-Cans in a 1-0 
victory.

Despite their visitors’ 
poor run of form, a similar 
performance was required. 
Alas, those hardy souls who 
braved the weather to watch 
this did not get one.

When the sponsors of a 
particular fixture give out 
their man-of-the-match 
award, an Academy player is 
normally the recipient – win, 
lose or draw. The fact they 
gave it to Forres goalscorer 
Duncanson showed that not 
even the most partisan of 
onlookers could kid them-
selves that any of the home 
side had performed well 
enough.

Forres started the game 
tentatively – no doubt brac-
ing themselves for a Wick 
storm that never arrived.

Once they realised that 
their hosts were giving them 
an inch, the Can-Cans duly 
took a mile – with devastat-
ing effect.

They had twice served no-
tice on the Wick goal with 
striker Lee Fraser going 
close on both occasions.

Then, on the half-hour 
mark, the inevitable 

happened. Granted it took 
a fortuitous ricochet to pres-
ent Hughes with his chance 
but there was no mistaking 
his technique as he deftly 
guided the ball into the net 
past a helpless Gordon Clark 
in the Wick goal.

Five minutes later, the 
Can-Cans doubled their 
lead when Hughes turned 
provider as his cross picked 
out Duncanson. His first 
touch completely bamboo-
zled the Wick defence and 

set himself up to slot home a 
sublime finish.

Forres would have made it 
3-0 on the stroke of half-time 
were it not for the brilliance 
of Clark as the keeper pulled 
off a tremendous save to 
deny Lee Fraser.

You would have expect-
ed Academy to come out 
with all guns blazing for 
the second half in order to 
dig themselves out of their 
self-inflicted hole.

However, they were lucky 

that Forres were not out 
of sight as Allan MacPhee, 
Stuart Soane and Niall 
Docherty all came close.

Academy finally began to 
carve out opportunities of 
their own, with Jack Henry 
unlucky to see his deflected 
effort fly over the bar.

Forres came close to add-
ing to their tally when Clark 
pulled off a fine save from 
Joe Gauld, with Hughes 
smashing the rebound 
against the post.

TWO Caithness youth football 
coaches have given their backing to 
the Scottish Football Association’s 
plans to ban heading for players 
under the age of 12.

Derek Shearer of Wick-based 
East End and Thurso United’s Steve 
Bain agree that restricting heading 
for youngsters is a good thing given 
recent medical evidence. 

The move from the Scottish 
game’s governing body comes 
following a report which found that 
former players were at greater risk 
of developing dementia later in life.

A similar ban has been in place 
in the United States since January 
2016.

Scotland plans to outlaw heading 
for all under-12s and will be the 
first country in Europe to put such 
a plan into place once the SFA’s 
proposal is rubber-stamped.

Shearer said: “It is a good move 
by the SFA given the evidence that 
is out there showing that there 

are health risks. Children are still 
developing their bodies and minds 
so it makes sense to rule it out 
before they reach their teen years.

“If and when the proposal 
comes into effect, it won’t affect 
our training as we like to teach the 
youngsters to play the ball on the 
ground anyway.

“For indoor training, we do a lot 
of work with a Futsal ball which is 
a low-bouncing ball that can barely 
reach shoulder height.

“Obviously you can’t stop kids 

trying out headers in the park or in 
their back gardens because they’ve 
seen a professional footballer 
do it on television. But we can 
do what we can in an organised 
environment.”

Bain said: “At Thurso United, we 
encourage all players to play the 
ball on the ground, and heading the 
ball is something we rarely, if ever, 
would coach at the younger age 
groups.

“The ban has to be seen as a good 
move if there is a link between 
heading a ball and brain trauma 
or any other negative health 
implication. 

“We look to the SFA for advice 
regarding matters like this as they 
have access to the expertise in this 
area.

“Heading the ball at that age 
in Caithness youth football is 
very rare. That’s due to the kids 
all playing small-sided games on 
relatively tight pitches.”

Golfscape’s list put Royal 
Dornoch on top.
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McKenna: 
‘We just did 
not perform’
Football
By Matt Leslie

Forres boss is hoping to 
push on after Wick win
FORRES manager Charlie Rowley 
admitted Saturday’s win for his 
men at Harmsworth Park was a 
huge weight off their shoulders 
given their last victory was in 
November.

“You won’t believe how big a 
relief that result is,” he said.

“It has been well documented 
that it’s been a tough time for us 
of late in terms of results.

“So for us to come to what has 
historically been a tough place 
like Wick to get a win and a clean 
sheet is a huge boost.

“Hopefully we can use this 
result and performance to push 
on.”

Bottom club Fort William 
completed a Highland League 
double over Clachnacuddin with 
a 1-0 win in Inverness.

Iain MacLellan got the goal 
midway through the second half.

The match was played at the 
Canal Park rugby ground on 
Friday night as repairs continue 
at Clach’s fire-damaged Grant 
Street Park.

Brora Rangers maintained 
their grip on top spot after 
defeating Rothes 1-0 at 
Mackessack Park courtesy of a 
Jordan Macrae goal.

Fraserburgh kept up their 
pursuit of Brora as they won 6-0 
at home to Lossiemouth.

Buckie beat Deveronvale 5-2, 
while Graeme Rodger’s hat-trick 
sent Formartine United on their 
way as they brushed aside Turriff 
United 5-0.

Nairn County were 2-1 winners 
over Keith.

Support 
for ban on 
heading
Page 23

Wick’s Jack Halliday powers his way through (top); Ryan Campbell 
tussles with Niall Docherty (left); Davie Allan and Stuart Soane.

MANAGER Tom McKenna did not 
hold back in his verdict on Wick 
Academy’s dire show in their 2-0 
Highland League defeat to Forres 
Mechanics on Saturday.

A poor performance from Wick 
enabled the Can-Cans to head 
down the road to Moray with the 
three points.

While defeats happen, the 
manner of this one disappointed 
McKenna who admitted his men 
were not firing on all cylinders.

He said: “We were just not at the 
races out there – we didn’t perform 
from the word go.

“There was nothing about us. We 
were just flat and it was a very dis-
appointing day.

“We couldn’t string two pass-
es together, didn’t compete and 
couldn’t get going.

“Sometimes you have to ask the 
players to take responsibility for 
themselves and pick things up to 
create an environment to lift the 
fans. But from the first whistle to 
the very last minute, we couldn’t 
create anything.

“I don’t know why that was, be-
cause we’ve done well the last cou-
ple of weeks and we were coming 
into this game very confident.

“We were irrational in our per-
formance and everything just 
seemed rushed.

“There was nobody putting their 
foot on the ball and slowing the 
game down. We just looked nervy.

“This was a bad day at the office 
and we were well short of our ca-
pabilities and standards. Forres 
did what they are good at but we 
didn’t get close enough to them.

“I thought the first half was 
scrappy with the ball going back 
and forward. 

“Then, lo and behold, they got 
two goals. We gave the ball away 
and they capitalised on it.

“No words were said to the boys 
afterwards. I think that sometimes 
it’s best to wait until the next train-
ing session after things have sim-
mered down.”
� Match report – page 23

Wick’s Sam Mackay shields the ball from Allan MacPhee.   Pictures: Mel Roger
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DO YOU REQUIRE DOMESTIC SUPPORT 
PERSONAL CARE OR COMPANIONSHIP?

As well as 24 Hour/Live-in Care

Call us to find out more: � 01463 716796

 �  elite.agency@fraserhomecare.com  
fraser-elite.co.uk 

ANIONSH

Special Offer for 
January & February

Any home  
help service 

£12
per hr

Fraser Elite provides you with holistic 
care and support  that covers  
all essential aspects: 

Choice, Support, Dignity,  
Bespoke Home Care & Independence

Support Services Personal Care

Brambly Hedge,  
Milton of Culloden,  
Inverness IV2 7NU 


