
Injury-hit Scorries 
beaten at Buckie
Football
by Ken Wood

Ryan Campbell, of Wick Academy, heads clear under pressure 
from Buckie Thistle’s Kyle Macleod.                Pictures: Mel Roger

Big wins 
for top 
two in 
league
BRORA Rangers and 
Inverurie Locos continued 
to set the pace in the 
Highland League with big 
home wins on Saturday, 
5-0 and 7-1 against Nairn 
County and Lossiemouth 
respectively.

Andrew Macrae netted 
a double for Brora, while 
prolific marksman Neil 
Gauld – dubbed “the 
Garioch Gerd Muller” in 
the local press – hit a hat-
trick for Locos. 

Rothes moved up 
to third after their 2-0 
home win against Huntly 
with goals from Aidan 
Wilson and Alan Pollock. 
Fraserburgh are fourth 
after their game at Fort 
William was called off, 
while Buckie are still 
maybe just in contention 
in fifth, 12 points behind 
Brora but with two games 
in hand.

A couple of the lower-
placed teams gave 
spirited performances. 
Strathspey Thistle came 
back from a goal down 
to beat Forres 2-1 at 
Seafield Park, with Jamie 
Fraser scoring twice. And 
there was a thriller at The 
Haughs as Turriff United 
and Keith drew 3-3.
� Highland League 
fixtures for tomorrow: 
Deveronvale v 
Clachnacuddin; 
Formartine United 
v Buckie Thistle; 
Fraserburgh v Turriff 
United; Huntly v Brora 
Rangers; Keith v Forres 
Mechanics; Lossiemouth 
v Strathspey Thistle; Nairn 
County v Inverurie Locos; 
Wick Academy v Fort 
William.

Richard Macadie holds off Buckie Thistle’s Craig Cowie.

Referee Scott Leslie gave a penalty for this challenge by Colin MacRae on Sam Urquhart. Wick’s Alan Hughes is tackled by Sam Robertson of Buckie Thistle.

WICK Academy’s last game 
of 2019 ended in a defeat 
that was disappointing but, 
in the circumstances, hard-
ly surprising. With half his 
squad injured for the trip 
to Victoria Park there was 
no pre-match selection di-
lemma for manager Tom 
McKenna who simply listed 
his 11 available players.

For the record, Academy 
lined up with Sean 
McCarthy, Colin MacRae, 
Alan Farquhar, Danny 
Mackay, Gary Manson, Ryan 
Campbell, Alan Hughes, 
Richard Macadie, Grant 
Aitkenhead, Jonah Martens 
and Davie Allan. Sam 
Barclay, Scott Mowat and 
Scott MacDonald from the 
youth team joined keeper 
Gordon Clark on the bench.

During a frustrating first 
half the Scorries did not en-
joy the “rub of the green”. 
After five minutes a Wick 
clearance hit referee Scott 
Leslie who restarted the 
game with an uncontested 
drop ball to Buckie. They 
worked it out to their left to 
Andy MacAskill whose cross 
was volleyed into the net by 
Joe McCabe.

McCarthy did well to save 
a Scott Adams free kick and 
set up a counter-attack, 
Martens crossing from the 
left to Hughes who headed 
it just wide of the back post.

Buckie went two goals 
up on 24 minutes with a 
harsh penalty award after 
Sam Urquhart collided with 
MacRae. Urquhart himself 
fired in the spot-kick.

The Jags dominated for a 
spell. Kevin Fraser was de-
nied at point-blank range 

by McCarthy and MacAskill 
missed a chance, slicing his 
shot wide.

After another decision 
went against his team, 
manager McKenna was yel-
low-carded for dissent.

Academy’s best effort 
came just before the break, 
Macadie driving a 25-yard 
free kick against the wall 
and forcing a diving save 
from Lee Herbert with his 
rebound effort.

Wick competed well in 
the second half but Martens 
fired over the bar on 55 min-
utes, then Manson went off 
and Barclay came on.

On 65 minutes MacAskill 
set up Jack Murray for the 
Jags’ third goal. Five min-
utes later Murray shoved 
Farquhar over in the box but 
Herbert dived to push away 
Macadie’s spot-kick.

In the 83rd minute Hughes 
was just off target with a free 
kick for handball and then 
Allan finished a powerful 
run with a pass to Barclay, 
whose effort was smothered 
by Herbert.

Goal number four came 
after 88 minutes when sub 
Calum Murray ran through a 
tiring Wick defence and gave 
Fraser an easy chance.

Mowat and MacDonald 
came on for a brief taste of 
first-team football.

Academy had a gruelling 
year on the road in 2019, with 
three trips each to Inverurie 
and Fort William and two 
to Cove and Huntly among 
their 25 away league, cup 
and pre-season matches.

Fort William are first-
foots at Harmsworth Park 
tomorrow.
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Future is bright, 
says Wick boss 
Football
by Alan Hendry

Academy 
will give 
Fort ‘full 
respect’
BOTTOM club Fort 
William are the visitors 
on Saturday for Wick 
Academy’s first match 
of 2020, and manager 
Tom McKenna is urging 
his players to pick up as 
many points as possible 
in the remaining months 
of the season – although 
he admits that the heavy 
Harmsworth Park playing 
surface is a concern.

“First and foremost 
we’ve got to get results 
and get ourselves in a 
better place. That will be 
our ultimate focus,” he 
said. “Our goal is to get a 
bit of consistent positivity 
into the club and get 
results. That’s what we’re 
all here for.

“I’ll be looking for a lot 
more points from here to 
the end of the season. We 
can only do that if we get 
the personnel and a good 
healthy balance within 
the team.

“I’m hoping the second 
half of the season will 
be a lot more profitable 
regarding points, and 
if we can get the young 
lads integrated that’ll be 
fantastic for the club.

“We have to give Fort 
William full respect – we 
can’t go into the game 
feeling complacent.

“The way the pitch is, 
it’s a leveller for us. Wick 
Academy are a footballing 
team and we struggle to 
adapt to playing long balls 
and being direct.

“We’ve got players who 
are technically gifted 
to receive the ball in 
tight areas. Speaking to 
the lads, they do prefer 
playing away from home 
on the good pitches.

“We’ve got to be at our 
best if we want to come 
away with anything.”

If you take out Sam Mackay, 
Jack Halliday and Jack Henry it 
makes a significant difference. 
Those three would walk into 
any team in this league. 

Tom McKenna 

‘‘

Cadzow 
memorial 
cup game
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Wick youngster Sam Barclay is challenged by Buckie Thistle’s Mark McLauchlan at Victoria Park on Saturday.  Picture: Mel Roger

MANAGER Tom McKenna 
is predicting a bright future 
for Wick Academy after giv-
ing three 16-year-olds a taste 
of Highland League action 
in Saturday’s game against 
Buckie Thistle.

A severely under-strength 
Wick side fell to a 4-0 defeat, 
but McKenna was greatly en-
couraged by what he saw of 
Sam Barclay and two other 
youth products, Scott Mowat 
and Scott MacDonald, when 
they came off the bench.

Barclay replaced Gary 
Manson just before the hour 
mark, while Mowat and 
MacDonald came on in the 
closing stages.

“Young Sam Barclay 
played half an hour and I 
was really, really impressed 
with him,” McKenna said. 
“There was no fear – he was 
looking to get on the ball and 
he was taking players on.

“He really impressed me 
for a 16-year-old lad in that 
mature environment.

“Scott Mowat and Scott 
MacDonald came on for 
the last five minutes. Then 
you’ve got Mark Macadie, 
Ben Sinclair and Grant 
Aitkenhead... Going for-
ward, the future looks very 
promising for the football 
club.

“I’m going to invite these 
young lads to training and 

give them a better taste of 
the first-team environment.

“You’ve got to look at 
some positives, and from 
what I saw on Saturday with 
these three lads the future 
looks bright as long as they 
keep focused.”

Injury and illness again 
took its toll on the Academy 

squad with Sam Mackay, 
Jack Halliday, Jack Henry, 
Gordon MacNab, Ross 
Allan, Craig Gunn, Mark 
Macadie and Kuba Koziol all 
unavailable along with long-
term casualties Grant Steven 
and Marc Macgregor.

Manson made the trip 
despite feeling unwell. “All 
credit to Gary for turning 
up,” McKenna said. “He said 
he was struggling but would 
give it a go. Respect to Gary 
for making the journey. He 
did everything he could do.”

Academy have struggled 
for consistency since the 
start of the campaign and 
most weeks McKenna and 

his coaching staff have had 
to make do without a clutch 
of experienced players. The 
defeat at Buckie leaves them 
11th in the table.

“Saturday’s game really 
summed up the first half of 
our season,” McKenna said. 
“You go there with hope and 
belief, but when you’ve got 
players with a certain ped-
igree missing it makes the 
whole outcome a lot more 
difficult.

“There were sections of 
the game where we were re-
ally good, and we were a bit 
unlucky at times, but it was a 
day of frustration.

“If you take out Sam 

Mackay, Jack Halliday and 
Jack Henry it’s going to make 
a significant difference. I 
think those three would 
walk into any team in this 
league, so it was a massive 
blow.

“For me it has probably 
been the most difficult part 
of my involvement with the 
club. It has been a really 
difficult time, mentally and 
physically.

“You do get people putting 
their points of view across, 
and rightly so, because they 
pay their money. All you can 
do is accept that, but it has 
been difficult.”
� Match report – page 43
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