
Wick players 
‘gutted’ with 
only a point
Football
By Matt Leslie

Dynamic midfield duo 
praised by McKenna
TOM McKenna was full of praise 
for his pair of midfield Jacks 
after Saturday’s draw with 
Deveronvale.

The Wick Academy boss 
reshuffled his team midway 
through the first half after 
Craig Gunn had to go off with a 
hamstring problem.

“We sent Jack Halliday on and 
moved the back four around to 
accommodate where Craig was 
filling in at right-back and moved 
to a 4-4-2 formation,” McKenna 
said. “The two Jacks in midfield 
[Halliday and Henry] were, as 
always, brilliant for us. They’re 
brave, energetic, full of running 
and are excellent distributors of 
the ball.

“As for Craig, we’ll see how bad 
the hamstring is but over the last 

few weeks we’ve been missing 
him in terms of his main role 
as a striker. He’s had to fill in at 
right-back and maybe that has 
contributed to the injuries he’s 
had of late.”

League leaders Brora Rangers 
were again in seventh heaven as 
they dished out a 7-0 hiding to 
Turriff United. It was the second 
time in a fortnight that they’d 
fired seven past Turriff.

Second-placed Fraserburgh 
slipped up in their pursuit of 
Brora as they drew 1-1 with 
Formartine United.

Nairn County fought back from 
a goal down to defeat Huntly 3-1.

Clachnacuddin were 3-1 
winners at Keith, while Forres 
Mechanics and Rothes fought out 
a 1-1 draw.

Glorious 
year for 
Groats
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Jack Henry is mobbed after his equaliser (top). Left: Richard Macadie 
and Harry Noble. Right: Grant Aitkenhead challenges Matthew Wallace.

“A POINT was the least we de-
served,” insisted Wick Academy 
boss Tom McKenna after Jack 
Henry’s late leveller earned a 1-1 
draw away to Deveronvale on 
Saturday.

It looked as if the Scorries would 
be heading back empty-handed 
from their Highland League trip to 
Princess Royal Park only for Henry 
to blast in a Jonah Martens cross 
from close range in the fourth min-
ute of stoppage time.

Academy had fallen behind to 
a Robert Scott strike in nine min-
utes after he latched on to Colin 
Charlesworth’s cutback.

Despite suffering the blow of 
Craig Gunn hobbling off injured 
midway through the first half, Wick 
regrouped and proceeded to hurl 
everything at the Vale defence.

Richard Macadie had a shot 
cleared off the line, while Vale 
keeper James Blanchard pulled off 
a number of saves, in particular 
from Henry and Gordon MacNab.

They got their reward with 
Henry’s late goal but McKenna 
said the players were gutted to 
come back with only one point in-
stead of three.

“I felt we deserved a lot more – 
especially when we had dominat-
ed around 70 per cent of the game,” 
he said.

“The lads were down after full-
time and I had to remind them 
not only of the fact that we had 
gained a point but also of their 
performance.

“Our performance deserved all 
three points but I told them that at 
least we’ve come away with one, 

which is much better than none at 
all.

“Plus, yet again, we were down 
to the bare bones regarding 
selection. 

“Sam Mackay went over on his 

ankle earlier in the week and Kuba 
Koziol picked up a shin knock in 
training that ruled him out.

“Then you had Craig Gunn hav-
ing to go off early in the game with 
hamstring trouble.”

Sean McCarthy collects the ball under pressure from Vale’s Ryan Sargent.
Pictures: Mel Roger
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