
McKenna’s 
joy as Wick 
battle back
Football
by Matt Leslie

Manager warns Lossie will 
be a tougher test this time
WICK Academy manager Tom 
McKenna is expecting a tougher 
test from Lossiemouth than the 
one they got last season.

Thirteen months ago, the 
Coasters came to Harmsworth 
Park and left with their tails 
between their legs following an 
8-0 thrashing, with all eight goals 
coming in the first half.

Lossie are back in town on 
tomorrow but McKenna reckons 
they’ll be eager to prove a 
point to Academy. He said: 
“Lossiemouth will want to show 
us that what happened at our 
place last year was a one-off.

“We won’t be underestimating 
them on the back of what 
happened before. However, if  
we replicate our display from the 
draw at Forres, we are capable  

of getting all three points.
“Lossie will give it 100 per 

cent but we’ve got to be relaxed 
and patient. If we do that then 
hopefully our rewards will come.”

Elsewhere in the Highland 
League, the top two of 
Fraserburgh and Buckie both won 
in midweek. Broch came away 
from Lossiemouth with a 3-0 win 
while Buckie bagged a 1-0 victory 
at Deveronvale.

Brora kept up their pursuit 
of the top two with a 2-1 win at 
home to Rothes, while Formartine 
won 1-0 at Turriff.

Nairn were held 1-1 at Keith, 
while Strathspey Thistle v Huntly 
produced the same scoreline.

Fort William won their first 
league fixture in 882 days as 
they beat Clach 1-0.
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Page 44

The comeback begins (top) as Ross Allan fires the ball past Stuart 
Knight, then Gordon MacNab celebrates his equaliser. Pictures: Mel Roger

“A JOY to watch” was Wick 
Academy boss Tom McKenna’s 
verdict after a second-half come-
back at Forres secured a point.

Aaron Hamilton and Stuart 
Soane had put the Can-Cans two 
up inside an hour in Wednesday 
night’s Highland League clash at 
Mosset Park only for Academy to 
come roaring back.

A goalmouth scramble resulted 
in Ross Allan reducing the deficit 
before Gordon MacNab’s close-
range finish earned a 2-2 draw.

McKenna felt the overall perfor-
mance was the best he had seen 
in a long time. He said: “At 2-0  
down you’d be forgiven for think-
ing it would be a case of déjà-vu 
from last season [when Forres won 
4-0].

“We were very competitive be-
fore that and we created as many 
chances as they did in the first half.

“The team we had out was not 
the tallest and we were doing our 
best not to give away too many 
set-pieces. But, sure enough, we 
did concede a corner which they 
took full advantage of to take the 
lead.

“What pleased me, though, was 
the way the boys kept at it and 
were very supportive towards each 
other.

“At half-time we had a good, 
positive chat only for Forres to 
hit us with a body blow by getting 
their second goal.

“That could so easily have 
worked against us but the boys 
were outstanding. We absolutely 
battered Forres after that – they 
couldn’t get out of their own half.

“Ross got one back and then 
Gordy popped up to bring us level 
– truth be told, we were a wee bit 
disappointed that we didn’t go on 
and win it.

“The level of performance and 

the intensity shown by the boys 
made you feel proud. It has been a 
long time since I last saw us play-
ing like that – it was a joy to watch.”

The result leaves Academy sit-
ting 11th in the table.

Robbie Duncanson of Forres challenges Wick’s Ryan Campbell.
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FISHING TACKLE SALE
Massive Display of the UK’s top Lures and more including the awesome sand eel and shrimp.

THE WEIGH INN SCRABSTER
Tuesday, 17th September 9am - 7pm | Wednesday, 18th September 9am - 7pm

Thursday, 19th September 9am - 5pm 
For all updated info, like our Facebook page @pro angler crinan


