
Buckie boss admits a draw 
would have been fair result
BUCKIE manager Graeme 
Stewart was delighted to see 
his team come from behind 
to win at Harmsworth Park. 
But he said he was impressed 
by Wick Academy and felt the 
home side would have been 
worthy of a share of the points.

“I actually thought a draw 
would have been a fair result,” 
Stewart admitted. “Wick were 
excellent. I thought they played 
really well, very brave on the 
ball. I was so impressed with 

how they played football – 
they were a better team than 
I thought they were going to 
be, to be totally honest, so I’m 
delighted with the win.

“I thought we started the 
game really poorly. We showed 
character, though, which I was 
happy about. If you can come 
back from a position where 
you’re getting beaten to win 
the game you’ve got to have 
something about you, and fair 
play to the boys.”

Farquhar hurt as 
Jags take points
Football
By Alan Hendry

Wick Academy captain Alan Farquhar required seven stitches after a clash of heads.    Pictures: Mel Roger

Two avoidable 
goals cost us, 
says McKenna
MANAGER Tom McKenna admitted morale 
is low as Wick Academy’s difficult start to the 
Highland League campaign continued with the 
2-1 defeat to Buckie at Harmsworth Park.

McKenna described it as a spirited and 
competitive performance but ultimately felt 
his players hadn’t asked enough questions of 
the Buckie defence. Again the Scorries were 
missing a clutch of key players through injury, 
and the manager 
is desperate to see 
more competition 
for places.

“The boys 
worked really 
hard and haven’t 
shied away from 
anything. It was 
two avoidable 
goals that cost 
us the game,” 
McKenna said.

“It’s a difficult 
one to take. At the 
moment morale 
is low in the 
dressing room. 
We’re not in a position to freshen things up or 
change things or rest people so there’s a big 
demand on the lads at the moment.

“They were really competitive today. But 
for all the good work, the possession and the 
workrate, has there been enough end product? 
Have there been enough questions asked of 
the goalkeeper? I don’t think there has been. 
We need bodies in to freshen it up.”

Sean McCarthy gathers the ball ahead of Shaun Carroll.

Broch go clear at 
top as Brora lose
FRASERBURGH moved three points clear 
at the top of the Highland League after a 6-3 
home victory over Fort William on Saturday.

Sean Butcher and Paul Campbell scored 
three apiece for the Broch.

Nairn County are the only other side with a 
100 per cent record after Max Ewan’s first-
half strike earned a surprise 1-0 win against 
second-placed Brora Rangers at Station Park. 

Summer signing Scott Lisle hit another 
hat-trick in Formartine United’s 5-1 home 
win against Clach. Allan MacPhee also got a 
treble for Forres Mechanics as they thumped 
Strathspey Thistle 7-1 at Mosset Park.

Rothes manager Steven MacDonald left the 
club after their 3-1 victory at Huntly. 

Keith came from behind to beat Turriff 
United 2-1, while Inverurie Locos were 2-0 
winners at Lossiemouth.

HIGHLAND LEAGUE LATEST

Academy’s Jack Halliday and 
Buckie’s Joe McCabe collide.

Highland League table

 P W D L F A Pts

Fraserburgh  5 5 0 0 22 5 15   
Brora Rangers  5 4 0 1 19 2 12   
Formartine United  5 4 0 1 20 4 12   
Inverurie Locos  5 4 0 1 16 6 12   
Buckie Thistle 5 4 0 1 16 8 12   
Nairn County 4 4 0 0 9 4 12   
Rothes  5 3 1 1 13 6  10  
Keith 5 3 0 2 9 17 9   
Strathspey Thistle  5 2 0 3 7 12 6   
Deveronvale 4 1 1 2 7 8 4   
Turriff United  5 1 1 3 7 14 4   
Wick Academy 5 1 1 3 5 15 4   
Forres Mechanics 4 1 0 3 10 11 3   
Lossiemouth 4 1 0 3 1 12 3   
Huntly  4 0 0 4 4 12 0   
Clachnacuddin  5 0 0 5 5 19 0   
Fort William 5 0 0 5 4 19 0

Sam Mackay of Wick Academy tackles Buckie’s Andy MacAskill.

WICK Academy’s injury prob-
lems took another turn for the 
worse as captain Alan Farquhar 
joined the casualty list in 
Saturday’s 2-1 home defeat to 
Buckie Thistle.

Farquhar was led from the 
field with a nasty wound after 
a clash of heads in the first half 
and will miss the trip to Fort 
William this weekend after hav-
ing seven stitches inserted.

The scores were level at the 
time and Buckie went on to 
secure all three points, leaving 
the under-strength Scorries still 
waiting for their first home win 
of the season in the Highland 
League.

Academy were looking to put 
the midweek North of Scotland 
Cup exit behind them and they 
got off to a great start with a 
goal in five minutes.

A sweeping attack saw Craig 
Gunn feed the ball out to Alan 
Hughes on the right. He drove 
towards goal and had his shot 
partially blocked by Daniel Bell. 
Richard Macadie seized on 
the rebound and, although the 

midfielder’s effort was hacked 
away before it could hit the net, 
referee Mat Northcroft was in 
no doubt that it had crossed the 
line.

The Jags began to have the 

upper hand in midfield and 
they got themselves level af-
ter 25 minutes with a clinical 
counter-attack. Andy MacAskill 
and Sam Robertson exchanged 
passes and MacAskill slipped 
his shot beyond Sean McCarthy 
into the far corner.

Wick responded with anoth-
er attack up the right involving 
Hughes and Gunn, with the 
latter firing wide from a tight 
angle. Then a Gunn free-kick 
from wide on the left evaded 
everyone and bounced off the 
far post.

Farquhar’s injury led to 
Gordon MacNab coming on af-
ter 34 minutes as Sam Mackay 
dropped back to central de-
fence for the second Saturday 
in a row, having impressed in 
that position during the win 
against Clach.

Academy enjoyed a good 
spell of possession and earned 
a free-kick which was quickly 
taken by MacNab. He found 

Gunn whose effort on goal was 
stopped by Bell.

The home side carved out 
another opening at the start 
of the second period as Jonah 
Martens passed to Hughes in 
the centre of the box but the 
forward was stretching and 
sliced his effort well wide.

There was a let-off for 
Academy when Scott Adams 
raced up the left and his low 
ball was met by Mackay, who 
blasted it against the inside of 
the near post.

Scott Graham pounced on 
a loose ball and drove it wide, 
but the Buckie substitute was 
not to be denied. With 73 min-
utes played he jumped to meet 
a high ball and sent a looping 
header over McCarthy.

The Jags came close to in-
creasing their lead when a 
Robertson free kick crashed 
off the bar and McCarthy did 
superbly well to deny Kevin 
Fraser from the rebound.
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