
Groats thrash 
Lybster with a 
title-level show
REIGNING champions Wick 
Groats got their County League 
season off to a flying start with 
an impressive 7-2 demolition of 
Lybster.

James Mackay led the way with a 
superb hat-trick while Groats’ oth-
er goals came from Mark Macadie, 
Ben Sinclair, Graham MacNab and 
a John Budge penalty.

Lybster in response netted via 
Jonah Martens’ double.

Groats have dominated the 
county scene over the past decade, 
having won the last seven Cafa 
Division One titles.

Although this was the opening 
match of the champions’ season, 
it would take a brave person to bet 
against them making it eight if they 
continue with this sort of form.

However, boss Kevin Anderson 
is not taking anything for granted.

“To be honest, I did not expect 
that scoreline,” he said. 

“We were missing a number of 
lads through to illness and inju-
ries so we were expecting a close 
game.

“However, we got off to a great 
start by going two up inside the 
first six minutes.

“The boys played really well in 
that first half and we came in at the 
break 5-1 up. Obviously we took 
our foot off the gas a little bit in the 
second half but they were a joy to 
watch in that opening half.

“James Mackay did well getting 
his hat-trick and Mark Macadie 
was brilliant throughout.

“I do feel for Lybster because 
they hadn’t played badly. We just 
seemed to click and everything we 
did seemed to result in a goal.

“Lybster are a good team and 
shouldn’t be discouraged with this 
result. They have some good play-
ers with plenty of pace and they 
will take points off other teams this 
season.”

In Division Two, Watten came 

away from Halkirk with a point fol-
lowing a 1-1 draw.

A Lewis Jack screamer from 30 
yards out gave the visitors the lead 
before Halkirk levelled through 
Michael Bremner.

Watten captain Scott Christie 
was full of praise for goalkeep-
er Douglas Metcalfe who kept 
Halkirk at bay.

He said: “Douglas had a great 
game in goal for us and he made a 
number of good saves.

“It would be fair to say his palms 
were stinging at full-time.

“Lewis scored a fantastic goal 
and we were playing well in the 
first half before they equalised. 
We’re happy to come away with 
the point, though. 

“As for the season ahead, 

promotion is probably a big ask 
but we’ve made a better start to the 
campaign than we did last season 
so we’re hoping to build on that 
and see where it takes us.”
Fixtures: Wednesday April 24 – 
Colin Macleod Memorial Cup, 
first round: Castletown v Staxigoe 
United (6.30pm), Thurso Acks v 
Pentland United (6.30pm), Top 
Joes v Thurso Swifts (6.30pm).

Monday, April 29 – CAFA 
Division One: Lybster v Pentland 
United (6.45pm), Staxigoe United 
v Castletown (6.45pm)

Tuesday, April 30: CAFA Division 
One: John O’Groats v Thurso Acks 
(6.45pm), Thurso Swifts v Wick 
Groats (6.45pm). CAFA Division 
Two: Wick Thistle v High Ormlie 
Hotspur (6.45pm). Groats goalkeeper Graeme Williamson comes under pressure. 

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers  34 30 3 1 100 12 93 
Brora Rangers  34 27 4 3 99 12 85
Fraserburgh  34 26 1 7 125 37 79 
Formartine United  34 22 6 6 97 37 72 
Inverurie Locos  34 20 6 8 96 48 66 
Forres Mechanics 34 21 3 10 79 40 66 
Buckie Thistle  34 14 7 13 72 54 49
Wick Academy 33 14 7 12 64 53 49 
Huntly  34 14 7 13 57 65 49 
Rothes*  34 13 8 13 73 57 44
Nairn County  34 13 3 18 61 67 42 
Deveronvale  34 13 2 19 55 65 41
Keith  34 10 7 17 62 68 37
Strathspey Thistle 34 10 3 21 47 90 3 
Turriff United  34 9 5 20 74 91 32
Clachnacuddin 34 6 6 22 44 79 24
Lossiemouth 34 2 2 30 29 139 8
Fort William* 33 0 2 31 20 240 -7
* Points deductions

Scorries expect return of strength in last game
WICK Academy should have 
a stronger squad available 
this weekend as they bring 
down the curtain on the 
2018/19 Highland League 
season with a trip to Fort 
William.

Saturday’s 1-0 defeat at 
Huntly means the Scorries 
require a win or draw at 
Claggan Park to ensure a sev-
enth-place finish in the table.

“We move on,” manager 
Tom McKenna said after 
his under-strength side left 

Huntly empty-handed as a 
consequence of Aidan Sopel’s 
first-half header. “We need a 
point to secure seventh place, 
and we will go to Fort William 
with a stronger and more 
experienced squad.”

Seventh place has been 
Academy’s target for several 
weeks now, and it’s a position 
currently occupied by Buckie 
Thistle following their 5-1 
away victory over Strathspey 
Thistle on Saturday.

Joe McCabe grabbed a 

double for the Jags, with 
Lewis Mackinnon, Callum 
Murray and Kevin Fraser also 
on target. Scott Lisle netted 
for Thistle.

Cove Rangers received the 
league trophy and ended 
their campaign with a 2-1 win 
at home to Clach. Hamish 
Macleod and Jordon Brown 
scored for the champions, 
with the Lilywhites netting 
via Scott Dunn.

Forres Mechanics had a 
6-1 away victory over Fort 

William. The Can-Cans’ goals 
came from Ross MacPherson, 
Graham Fraser, Robbie 
Duncanson, Simon Allan 
and Andrew Macrae as well 
as an own goal, while Jordan 
Andrews was on the mark for 
Fort.

A pair of Dale Wood  
penalties secured a 2-0 win 
for Rothes against Keith, 
while Adam Porritt’s strike 
was enough for Nairn County 
to defeat Formartine United 
1-0.

County Football
by Matt Leslie

Lybster’s Robbie McIvor and Groats’ Mark Macadie. 
Picture: Robert MacDonald/Northern Studios

Groats’ Lewis Harrold gets in the way of Lybster’s Billy Cairns. 
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in
The Pulteney Centre

Huddart Street, Wick, KW1 5BA
Looking for help with your Family Tree?

Come along to the Pulteney  
Centre between

10am and 4pm on Saturday 27th April

“Northern Roots”
The SAFHS 30th 

 Annual Conference
and Family History Fair

27th April 2019

‘Ask the Experts’
Free access to
‘Find My Past’

Representatives 
from a range of

Scotland’s Family  
History Societies

Entry free
Phone  

07715 493696  
for further  

information

‘The future 
looks good 
for Scorries’
Football
By Alan Hendry

Sopel finds a way through 
Wick’s makeshift defence 
AN understrength Wick Academy 
side lost 1-0 at Huntly on 
Saturday, a result that means 
the Scorries still have work to do 
if they are to claim a top-seven 
place in the Highland League.

With several first-pick 
defenders absent, Academy 
lined up at Christie Park with a 
back four of Craig Gunn, Andrew 
Hardwick, Sam Mackay and 
Ross Allan. There was also a 
first start for two 17-year-olds in 
midfield, Ben Sinclair and Grant 
Aitkenhead.

Gunn almost caught sub 
keeper Euan Storrier napping 
with a 35-yard free-kick and 
Hardwick headed wide from the 
resultant corner. David Booth 
looked certain to score in a swift 
counterattack but he was halted 

in the box by Allan’s perfectly 
timed sliding tackle.

After 42 minutes Aidan Sopel 
got on the end of a cross from Kai 
Ross to head home the only goal.

The Scorries’ best opportunity 
came after 75 minutes when 
Storrier could only palm down 
another Gunn free-kick. Although 
several Academy players kicked 
the ball in the ensuing scramble, 
none could direct it on target.

Huntly finished the game 
strongly and Aitkenhead bravely 
blocked a goal-bound pile-driver 
from Matt McDonald. 

Huntly’s win extended their 
unbeaten end-of-season run 
to six matches, while Academy 
require a point from the last 
game at Fort William this 
Saturday to secure seventh spot.

Groats get 
off to a 
flying start
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Ben Sinclair gets to the ball ahead of Huntly’s Cameron Booth (top); 
Sam Mackay in control (left); Sean McCarthy saves under pressure.

MANAGER Tom McKenna says 
Wick Academy will have a bright 
future if the current crop of tal-
ented youngsters can fulfil their 
potential.

He was speaking after drafting in 
five teenagers to the squad for the 
Scorries’ penultimate match of the 
Highland League season at Huntly 
on Saturday.

Although an under-strength 
Wick side lost 1-0 after Aidan 
Sopel’s first-half header, McKenna 
insisted there was no reason to feel 
despondent. 

As well as highlighting the im-
pact made by two 17-year-olds 
who were in the starting line-up 
for the first time, the manager 
praised the senior players who 
were asked to fulfil unorthodox 
roles in a makeshift defence.

“I thought the lads were abso-
lutely brilliant – I don’t think you 
could ask for any more from any-
one,” McKenna said. “Sam Mackay 
was in at the centre of defence and 
Craig Gunn was in at right-back. 
Ben Sinclair and Grant Aitkenhead 
both started the game – they’re 
only 17, and neither of them 
looked out of place. 

“Young Ben is a fantastic pros-
pect. He was in there with big 
physical lads and he wasn’t intim-
idated at all. He contributed to the 
game immensely.

“Once again when the lads had 
their backs against the wall the 
performance was excellent. We 
deserved at least a point.

“It’s frustrating. You go into 
every game wanting to win it, but 
we can’t be too despondent. The 

lads deserved something from it.” 
He added: “With the young boys 
that are round about, the future 
looks bright for the club going for-
ward if they can develop as much 
as we anticipate.

“At the moment we’ve got some 
players in the latter stages of their 
careers. If these lads can come 
in next year and push forward it 
makes for a better club in the long 
term.”

Grant Aitkenhead was making his first start for Academy.  Pictures: Mel Roger
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