
Academy deserved victory, 
admits Broch manager
FRASERBURGH boss Mark Cowie 
gave full credit to Academy for 
their 2-1 win at Harmsworth 
Park. The result was a severe 
blow to Broch’s title hopes.

“No argument with the 
result,” Cowie said. 

“Wick played well and 
deserved their victory. They 
were the better side in the first 
half and, although we came 
back in it in the second, they 
were always dangerous on the 
break.

“They managed to hit us on 
the counter-attack and, having 
something to cling on to, they 
defended very well as we tried 
to look for an equaliser.”

Meanwhile, Kris Anderson 
has been sacked as Fort 
William manager with the club 
languishing in bottom place 
and without a win all season. 
Chairman Peter Murphy said 
radical change was needed to 
make the club a force to be 
reckoned with again. 

Farquhar leads 
the way for Wick
Football
By Matt Leslie

Marc Macgregor slots home the winner for Academy against Fraserburgh. Pictures: Mel and Bob Roger

Mackay pleased 
with Brora’s 
defensive work
BRORA player/manager Steven Mackay has 
praised the quality of his team’s defensive 
work, saying it is as good as at any time since 
he joined the club.

Mackay struck twice in Brora’s 5-0 win 
against Turriff United at The Haughs. With 
Fraserburgh losing at Wick, the Cattachs 
are now up to second place in the Highland 
League table, three points behind Cove.

Mackay 
said: “We are 
defending so well 
at present, as 
good as I’ve seen 
in my seven years 
at Brora. The 
boys are playing 
with so much 
confidence.” 

Dale Gillespie 
opened the 
scoring just 
before the break 
after a goalmouth 
scramble. Martin 
Maclean doubled 
the lead early in 
the second half, then came Mackay’s double 
– a close-range header followed by an angled 
shot. Zander Sutherland added the fifth.

Turriff boss Kris Hunter said: “That’s 
probably the best team we have played in the 
league this season. They are aggressive and 
bullied us. I’ve always said Brora have a chance 
of winning the league.” 

Wick’s Gordon MacNab is pursued by Jamie Beagrie.

Gauld is hat trick 
hero for Inverurie
PROLIFIC marksman Neil Gauld was the hat 
trick hero for Inverurie Locos in a 4-1 victory 
against Keith at Harlaw Park.

Chris Angus also netted for Locos, while 
Keith replied with a strike from Jamie 
MacAllister.

Inverurie boss Neil Cooper praised Gauld’s 
finishing and said his team should have added 
to their tally. A dejected Keith manager Dean 
Donaldson felt that the Maroons had gifted 
Locos their goals.

Highland League fixtures for Saturday, 
January 26: Brora Rangers v Inverurie Locos; 
Buckie Thistle v Deveronvale; Clachnacuddin v 
Formartine United; Cove Rangers v Strathspey 
Thistle; Fraserburgh v Forres Mechanics; 
Huntly v Nairn County; Keith v Fort William; 
Lossiemouth v Turriff United; Rothes v Wick 
Academy.

Highland League latest

Steven Mackay struck twice 
for Brora at Turriff.

Table

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers 21 20 0 1 62 7 60 
Brora Rangers 22 19 0 3 68 9 57 
Fraserburgh 24 18 1 5 83 23 55 
Formartine 22 17 2 3 73 27 53 
Inverurie 25 15 4 6 75 40 49 
Forres 23 14 2 7 53 25 44 
Wick Academy 23 10 4 9 52 40 34 
Buckie 22 10 3 9 49 34 33 
Huntly 22 10 2 10 43 41 32 
Deveronvale 24 10 1 13 43 53 31 
Rothes* 22 9 3 10 54 36 27 
Keith 23 7 5 11 37 47 26 
Strathspey 22 7 3 12 35 50 24 
Turriff 24 6 4 14 43 60 22 
Nairn County 21 6 2 13 36 48 20 
Clachnacuddin 21 4 3 14 27 52 15 
Lossiemouth 24 1 1 22 18 110 4  
Fort William* 23 0 2 21 16 165 -7 
*Points deducted for fielding ineligible players

Fraserburgh’s Bryan Hay tackles Wick forward Davie Allan.

Wick Academy ... 2
Fraserburgh ...... 1
WHILE goalscorers Jack Henry 
and Marc Macgregor will right-
ly receive the plaudits for seal-
ing a valuable victory for Wick, 
spare a thought for the unsung 
heroes.

Alan Farquhar goes about his 
business quietly but also effec-
tively. While defenders rarely 
steal the headlines, without 
them the team would be sunk.

The Academy skipper was 
in majestic form in the win 
against Fraserburgh. He mar-
shalled the defensive line su-
perbly and rarely gave an inch 
himself as a number of Broch 
attacks floundered.

Put it this way, there’s a rea-
son why Academy keeper Sean 
McCarthy didn’t have much to 
do against one of the top sides 
in the Highland League.

Ably assisted by Michael 
Steven, Andy Hardwick and 
Gary Manson, Farquhar en-
sured that Wick’s midfielders 

could set about Broch with 
confidence knowing full well 
the defence would have their 
backs.

The two Jacks, Halliday and 
Henry, began to pull the strings 

and Fraserburgh looked unsure 
how to deal with their hosts.

Wick’s league position 
doesn’t lie – they are annoying-
ly inconsistent – but on their 
day, you are left wondering as 
to why they’re not up along-
side Broch putting in a title 
challenge.

Academy had laid down the 
barriers at the back and were 
playing cat and mouse with 
Broch’s offside trap – which did 
seem to be deployed unusually 
high up the pitch.

When playing such a risky 
manoeuvre, you have to get it 
right for the whole 90 minutes 
as any error will prove costly 
– as Broch found out after 20 
minutes.

The visitors, expecting the 
flag to be raised when Halliday 
threaded a low pass through 
them, looked on with shock as 
Henry timed his run to perfec-
tion to bear down on goal and 
coolly slot the ball low past 

Broch keeper Edward Flinn.
Halliday nearly engineered an-
other 10 minutes later when a 
lovely cross from him narrowly 
evaded the outstretched boot of 
Gordon MacNab.

Broch came out a different 
side in the second half and a 
number of timely interceptions 
from Farquhar and co were 
needed to keep them at bay.

The Wick back four couldn’t 
stop everything, though, as 
a rapid, flowing move saw 
Fraserburgh stretch the Wick 
lines and Scott Barbour applied 
a neat finish to Paul Campbell’s 
cross.

However, another twist in 
the plot came with 14 minutes 
left when MacNab was brought 
down in the box. Referee 
Gordon Seago, spotting that a 
goalscoring chance was in the 
offing, waved on the advantage 
which Macgregor cashed in on 
as he turned the ball home for 
the winner.
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Macgregor 
praised 
for making 
an impact
Football
By Matt Leslie

Marc is still young and he’s 
still learning. To come off the 
bench and win the game for 
your team is an incredible 
feeling.

Ross Suttar

‘‘

Highland 
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latest
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Gordon MacNab (right) congratulates team-mate Jack Henry after the latter had opened the 
scoring for Wick Academy in the 2-1 victory over Fraserburgh at Harmsworth Park.

Picture: Mel Roger

WICK Academy co-assistant 
manager Ross Suttar praised 
the squad for their hard-
earned 2-1 victory at home 
to Fraserburgh on Saturday.

Goals from Jack Henry 
and Marc Macgregor se-
cured the points to move the 
Scorries up to seventh in the 
Highland League.

Academy had the rare 
luxury of having plenty of 
numbers to choose from – 
although seeing the likes 
of Macgregor, Richard 
Macadie and Craig Gunn 
on the bench did raise a few 
eyebrows.

However, part of football 
is to utilise your squad and 
it paid dividends for Wick 
as a strong bench, especially 
with Macgregor’s late contri-
bution, proved to be pivotal 
in the end.

Suttar said: “It was a good 
squad performance, let 
alone a team one. I’m sure a 
few eyes were opened when 
you saw who was on the 
bench. There were some big 
names sitting on it.

“A lot of young players got 
their chance and they deliv-
ered. It is important to have 
a big squad at this stage of 
the season when the pitches 

are getting heavier and the 
boys are getting tired and 
having injuries.

“It was hard to leave Marc 
on the bench. He’s been fan-
tastic this season and has 
done nothing wrong. He 
has come on and won us the 
game with a great finish.

“Marc is difficult to de-
fend against at the start of a 
game, let alone when there’s 
20 minutes left and you’re 
an opposing defender who 
is getting tired and then hav-
ing to deal with a fresh Marc 
coming on. He’s still young 
and he’s still learning. To 
come off the bench and win 
the game for your team is an 
incredible feeling. 

“Having to make decisions 
on who to start with and 
who to have on the bench 
is a lovely problem for the 
coaches to have when most 
of the boys are available and 
playing well.”

Academy’s first came af-
ter they finally unlocked 

Fraserburgh’s offside trap 
that had been catching them 
out from the start.

Suttar added: “When 
you’ve got someone with the 
pace of Davie Allan, you are 
taking a big risk playing an 
offside trap so high up the 
pitch. They actually man-
aged it quite well except for 
the one occasion where we 
sprang it.

“With the opening goal, 
Jack Henry has been doing 
this all season – running 
from deep as the third man, 
as he did here to produce a 
very good finish. 

“We were the stronger 
team in the first half – we 
created more opportuni-
ties and our link play was 
brilliant. In the second half, 
they maybe dominated but 
our back four worked so 
hard and the organisation 
was fantastic. Apart from 
collecting a few cross balls, 
our keeper [Sean McCarthy] 
had very little to do.”
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New dog walking service based in Caithness
Liability-insured dog walker, offering COMPLIMENTARY PAW WASH so your dog doesn’t track in the winter mud!

INTRODUCTORY PRICES: 
£9 per hour - £4.50 per half hour. (Shorter and longer sessions in line with pricing.)

All temperaments and breeds accepted. Any special requirements, let me know and 
I will happily accommodate as best I can.

INITIAL AVAILABILITY MONDAYS TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 9AM-9PM

CALL OR TEXT 07512660778 OR MESSAGE PAWS FOR THOUGHT ON FACEBOOK FOR APPOINTMENTS
facebook.com/paws4thoughtwick


